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engaged in criminal conduct or activ-
ity as a condition precedent to enter-
ing this information in the data bank 
in the first place.’’

In other words, to even collect this 
information, there must be a reason-
able allegation that a crime has been 
committed. 

This data is for tracking criminals. 
The regulation specifically mentions 
crimes such as drug trafficking, loan 
sharking, trafficking in stolen prop-
erty, gambling, extortion, smuggling, 
bribery, corruption. 

Homeland Security and DPS, in one 
of their many stories, claimed that 
they were merely looking for a plane 
that they thought was missing or may 
have crashed. Now, of course that is 
not true either. But missing planes are 
located through the FAA and law en-
forcement, not by using criminal data-
bases improperly in violation of the 
law. 

Oh, what a tangled web we weave 
when first we practice to deceive. 

Homeland Security, produce the 
tapes. Homeland Security, produce the 
transcripts. Department of Public Safe-
ty, do the same. 

We respect DPS in Texas. They are a 
great agency. We know they were not 
doing it independently. They were 
doing it at the direction of others. 
They were following orders. 

You know, Sharon Watkins blew the 
whistle on Enron. Arthur Andersen got 
caught shredding documents. Cover-ups 
just do not work. 

Is this a serious problem, or is it just 
a third-rate burglary, as we learned 
about in our history lessons? Mr. 
Speaker, only time will tell.

f 

DEMOCRATIC TEXAS 
LEGISLATORS TRUE HEROES 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Texas (Mr. LAMPSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. LAMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to follow up with what the gentleman 
from Texas (Mr. SANDLIN) was talking 
about with the people that decided to 
stand up against such an egregious 
process, where they felt left out and 
had no recourse in Texas but to go 
away from the legislative process long 
enough to slow things down and let it 
cool off. Because none of us like to be 
excluded from the development of leg-
islation. 

There it affected many different 
kinds of legislation. It had to do with 
school finance reform. It had to do 
with what we have been talking about 
as redistricting. But the redistricting 
issue was just one small piece of it. It 
by itself was an egregious process, 
where people literally were locked out 
of the capital building in the State and 
not allowed to attend hearings. 

We do not have a closed government 
in the United States of America, 
whether it is at the Federal level, 
whether it is in the State of Texas or 
any other State in this Nation. We 

have fought, we have died, we have 
shed blood to have a government that 
is open, where we are free, where we 
can do the kinds of things that we be-
lieve in. 

So when legislators are pushed to the 
point where they have to take extraor-
dinary measures to get their message 
across, they ought to be treated as he-
roes, the heroes that I certainly believe 
that they are. 

I found it interesting the other night, 
Saturday night, the weekend of Armed 
Forces Day, a gentleman came up to 
me at an event where I was speaking 
about Armed Forces and the wonderful 
military people who have sacrificed 
themselves, their families and some-
times their lives fighting for the free-
dom of those of us in the United States 
to make sure that our government is 
free. 

This gentleman came up and thanked 
me, or praised me, I guess, for not 
being a Member of the Texas legisla-
ture and not having gone off to Ard-
more, Oklahoma. I said, ‘‘David, I must 
strongly disagree with what you are 
saying.’’ I said, ‘‘I do so largely because 
I look at you and see the commitment 
that you made to the United States of 
America by being willing to put on 
that uniform and to go and potentially 
sacrifice your life for my freedoms, for 
what I believe in for my government.’’ 
I said, ‘‘But, you know, we can lose our 
government from within as well as 
from without, and we have to be vigi-
lant in making sure that the process 
that we set up is one that all of the 
people of our country can be com-
fortable with, can trust, can believe in, 
and know that our interests are going 
to be addressed.’’

So here we have recently sent men 
and women of this Nation off to fight 
in a country that is far, far away from 
us, and it was the same ideals that we 
are talking about that they went off to 
another area. 

The Armed Forces answered our call, 
and some of them gave their lives to 
free the people of Iraq. So we went to 
war in Iraq to free a people from a gov-
ernment that abused its powers. 

Iraqis were unable to question the ac-
tions of Saddam Hussein. So are we un-
able to question the actions of the 
leaders of the State of Texas. That is 
wrong. We were successful in Iraq with 
a war, but now the abuse of power is 
happening right here at home, by the 
most unlikely of agencies in the United 
States Government, the Department of 
Homeland Security. 

Secretary Tom Ridge has stonewalled 
efforts by Members of Congress and the 
press to learn why the Department of 
Homeland Security used its equipment 
to track down former house Speaker 
Pete Laney’s airplane to find the Texas 
Democrats who went to Oklahoma in 
opposition of an unfair, unconstitu-
tional redistricting plan. That is re-
pressive government. We sent our mili-
tary to bring free and open government 
to another Nation. We need to do the 
same in the United States of America. 

On the day that we called for an in-
vestigation of these happenings in 
Texas, the Department of Public Safe-
ty ordered documents regarding the 
misuse of Federal law enforcement for 
political purposes to be destroyed. Sec-
retary Tom Ridge and the Texas DPS 
have failed to answer questions about 
their involvement and what happened 
exactly. They are trying to cover up an 
abuse of power. 

Our Nation is facing a Code Orange 
level of terrorist alert. The resources of 
the Department of Homeland Security 
should be focused on that. Instead, 
they were ordered to skirt Federal 
statutes and had their manpower di-
verted for purely political purposes. 

In this country, the people have a 
right to question the actions of their 
government, and the government has a 
responsibility to its citizens to be 
forthright and to give them an answer. 
This is an abuse of power of the most 
egregious kind. 

It is time for Secretary Ridge to turn 
over the tapes, open up our govern-
ment, tell the people in the United 
States of America what we are doing, 
and please do not pass on the divisive-
ness of the United States House of Rep-
resentatives to the State of Texas.

f 

EXTEND UNEMPLOYMENT 
BENEFITS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gentle-
woman from California (Ms. WATSON) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Ms. WATSON. Mr. Speaker, at the 
end of this month, millions of unem-
ployed Americans will begin to lose 
their benefits under the Temporary Ex-
tended Unemployment Compensation 
program. In my State, the State of 
California, 150,000 people will run out of 
benefits and still not have a job on May 
31. Congress needs to act to extend 
these benefits. 

During a recession, unemployment 
insurance is one of the most efficient 
ways to help Americans and to keep 
the economy moving. Unemployment 
insurance puts cash in the hands of 
people who need it most, people who 
will spend the money on rent and gro-
ceries, rather than put it in the bank. 

Unemployment insurance is cost-ef-
fective. Unlike the Republican budget, 
the Federal Unemployment Insurance 
Trust Fund currently has a surplus of 
more than $21 billion. That money can 
easily meet the needs of America’s un-
employed until we can get the economy 
moving again. 

Instead, the President and the Re-
publican Party have spent their time 
and energy trying to pass tax cuts for 
wealthy investors. This House has 
passed a tax cut totaling more than 
$500 billion. That is money that will 
not go to unemployed working families 
but, instead, to the President’s wealthy 
political supporters. In fact, if we were 
to take all the money that the Repub-
licans have set aside for their tax cut, 
we could create high-paying jobs for all 
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the 1.7 million Americans who have 
been laid off since the President’s last 
economic plan in 2001. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that the 
President and his economic team have 
managed our economy miserably. Now 
is not the time to trust the President 
again when he says he has a jobs plan. 
Let us act to extend unemployment in-
surance and make sure that American 
families can get back on their feet.

f 

b 2030 

UNEMPLOYMENT IN AMERICA 
The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 

OSE). Under the Speaker’s announced 
policy of January 7, 2003, the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. CUMMINGS) 
is recognized for 60 minutes as the des-
ignee of the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days within 
which to revise and extend their re-
marks on the subject of my special 
order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland? 

There was no objection. 
Mr. CUMMINGS. Mr. Speaker, to-

night the Congressional Black Caucus 
comes together to address this House 
because we are very concerned about 
many Americans who may be watching 
us at this very moment who do not 
have a job. As a matter of fact, Mr. 
Speaker, there are about 8.8 or 8.9 mil-
lion of them. We come to talk about 
them because we want them, Mr. 
Speaker, to know that we care about 
them, and we care about what happens 
to their families. 

Mr. Speaker, the temporary Federal 
unemployment benefits program that 
we passed not very long ago will expire 
on May 31. In just 10 days, Mr. Speaker, 
thousands of Americans will lose their 
unemployment benefits, and then ap-
proximately 80,000 more will lose their 
benefits weekly. 

Since the beginning of President 
Bush’s administration, our economy 
has lost over 2.5 million jobs. Mr. 
Speaker, that is a lot of jobs, 2.5 mil-
lion. We must understand that these 
are not just numbers or some statis-
tical phenomenon that I am talking 
about. These are real, everyday Ameri-
cans who have lost their jobs and who, 
after next week, will not be able to feed 
their children, pay their bills, or pro-
vide for their most basic needs. 

Mr. Speaker, I speak with my con-
stituents every day, since my district 
is close to Washington and I commute 
to and from Baltimore on a daily basis. 
The constituents I represent are very, 
very worried, as are millions of Ameri-
cans around the country. 

Last Monday morning, any com-
muter driving near my Baltimore of-
fice would have noticed a long line at 
around 8 o’clock in the morning curl-
ing around the building called the 
Fifth Regiment Armory. 

From the appearance of the line, one 
could have easily thought it was a 
group of music fans waiting in line to 
buy tickets to some concert. However, 
this was not the case at all. These indi-
viduals were in line to attend my Sev-
enth District Job Fair that I host in 
Baltimore every year. They got up 
early to meet with 50 regional employ-
ers who have vacancies despite a rough 
economy. 

I might add, Mr. Speaker, that nor-
mally we would have 120 employers, 
but the fact is that many employers 
said that they have no jobs to give. 

One of the other things we were try-
ing to get, Mr. Speaker, was employers 
who offered health insurance benefits. 
Many of the employers who had par-
ticipated in the past said that they had 
to drop those benefits because of the 
economy, so we ended up with 50 em-
ployers. 

Throughout the day, my job fair 
brought about 3,000 job seekers to meet 
with these employers. But compared 
with recent years, most of the people 
who attended the job fair this year 
were there because they had been laid 
off. 

In the past, when I would interview 
people throughout the day in the job 
fair, I would often find that they were 
people who had a job who were just 
merely trying to get a better job, or 
they were people who had two jobs and 
they were trying to get a job that paid 
enough money so they would only have 
one job, or it was someone who was in 
a situation where they had no health 
benefits and they were trying to get a 
job with health benefits. 

Ninety percent of the people that I 
interviewed said something to the ef-
fect that they got laid off from a job 
that they never, ever expected to be 
laid off from. They went on to say that 
they anticipated that they would be 
out of work for a few weeks, and many 
of them had been out of work for 5, 6, 
7 months. 

Mr. Speaker, I am sure that this 
scene that I witnessed and this testi-
mony that I heard last week at my job 
fair is not unique. I would not be sur-
prised if other job fairs had record at-
tendance, as mine did, and that people 
were saying the same kinds of things. 

My point, Mr. Speaker, is that when 
presented with opportunities, Ameri-
cans want to work. When presented 
with the opportunity, they want to 
work. But until the economy turns 
around and people can find work, Mr. 
Speaker, unemployment benefits are 
all these Americans have to make ends 
meet. 

So I ask Members to join us in call-
ing upon every Member of this Con-
gress to demand that they join us in 
passing H.R. 1652, the Unemployment 
Benefits Extension Act, that I have 
joined my colleague, the gentleman 
from New York (Mr. RANGEL), in co-
sponsoring. 

This bill, H.R. 1652, would extend the 
Temporary Federal Unemployment In-
surance Program by 6 months and 

would extend the number of additional 
weeks of Federal unemployment bene-
fits from 13 weeks to 26 weeks. 

This Congress must take action as 
soon as possible. The American people 
have a right to ask whether President 
Bush and our Republican colleagues in 
Congress will help the millions of 
Americans whose benefits will expire 
on May 31. 

I might add a footnote, Mr. Speaker, 
that the new numbers will come out on 
June 6. At that time, we anticipate 
that the numbers will be even higher, 
somewhere in the area of 3 million jobs 
having been lost since President Bush 
became President. 

The fact is that the Republican ma-
jority refused to include any extension 
of benefits in the tax bill that passed 
the House, and the majority has shown 
no signs that they will extend unem-
ployment insurance before it expires. I 
should add, Mr. Speaker, that we are 
proposing to help American workers 
who are out of jobs through no fault of 
their own. They want to work. Extend-
ing unemployment benefits is a proven 
strategy for stimulating our economy. 

The Republicans seem, Mr. Speaker, 
to have decided that, instead of helping 
unemployed workers, they should give 
the average millionaire nearly $100,000 
in tax breaks. Something is simply 
wrong with that picture. I hope that we 
who are privileged to serve the people 
of America in this Congress of the 
United States of America will change 
that harsh and unproductive picture by 
passing H.R. 1652. 

Lastly, Mr. Speaker, let me be very 
clear. Ending unemployment com-
pensation does not provide incentive 
for Americans to find invisible jobs. In-
stead, extending unemployment com-
pensation increases demand for goods 
and services and serves to create real 
jobs for those Americans who are able 
and willing to work. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am troubled when 
some people begin to compare unem-
ployment compensation to an entitle-
ment. Is it not the government’s re-
sponsibility to provide these benefits 
when the economy is weak? Was the 
unemployment trust fund not estab-
lished to accomplish this very purpose, 
to cushion the financial blow to aver-
age Americans during times of reces-
sion and joblessness? Mr. Speaker, the 
answer to both questions is a resound-
ing yes. 

It gives me great honor and great 
privilege, Mr. Speaker, to recognize my 
colleague, the gentlewoman from the 
great State of California (Ms. LEE), 
who has consistently synchronized her 
conscience with her conduct. She has 
consistently made it clear that she 
stands up for the people who cannot 
stand up for themselves, stands up for 
those who may be down and out, and 
stands up for those who think that 
they are not being heard. But tonight 
she stands up for so many people who 
are unemployed, who simply want to 
work. 
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